INTERIOR DESIGN

Focus on Focus

“LIGHTING IS THE UNWAVERING
partner of architecture. It's
what adds the theatricality,”
says Focus Lighting presi-
dent Paul Gregory, the firm's
principal designer, as he
sits to spill a few illuminat-
ing thoughts from his bag
of tricks. He started out in
actual theatrical lighting,
working on over 100 pro-
ductions in five years—a
background that's certainly
helpful when you're at the
helm of a bustling lighting-
design studio.

According to Gregory. his
team pinpoints the desired
emotions for a space, then
uses lighting as the tool to
elicit those feelings. “It's a
blend of technical expertise
and artistic conception,” he
continues. “Light creates
a composition that has a
frame, a focal point, a fore-
ground, and a background.”

At the Brazilian fashion

designer Carlos Miele's
New York flagship by Asymp-
tote, the folds and stitches
of the clothing are bathed
in soft light from unseen
sources. The dresses take
on a sculptural quality, and
shoppers feel like they're in
a gallery, drawn to glowing
objects on display.

Of course, lighting is cru-
cial in hospitality environ-
ments, of which Focus has
handled many. At the Rock-
well Group's Bar Americain
Restaurant, the balance of
white and amber light gives
the sense of perpetual can-
dlelight—great for looking
more appealing to your
date. In the lobby of Atlas

Mew York, a residential
building, Stephen Alton Ar-
chitect used a wall of mir-
rored cubes, placed at dif-
ferent angles, to frame and
refocus people’s view. Gre-
gory then enhanced the ef-
fect by illuminating the
area beyond.

Daroff Design's Brilée
The Dessert Experience, 32
Degrees—at the Tropicana
Casino and Resort in At-
lantic City—revolves around
fiber optics. They're deliv-
ered via cables that spill
down from the ceiling like
strands of spaghetti, pep-
pered with spots of light
that shift as the day passes

During the afternoon, the




GENIE

This enchanting pendant

is unique in it's design with
white frosted glass that
supports its voluptuous

black glass base. Lightly
diffusing an amber ambiance.
Exclusively designed and
produced by Hampstead.
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